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apposite citations from the Coran, and such loyal phrases for
Feysul, that Aboo-'Eysa was beside himself for joy; and the
spies, after receiving some prescriptions of the bread-pill and
aromatic-water formula, left the house no wiser than before.
Our friends too, and they were now many, well guessing what
we might really be, partly from our own appearance, and partly
from the known character of our host (according to old Homer's
true saying, Heaven always leads like to like), did each and all
their best to throw sand into Wahhabee eyes, and everything
went on sociably and smoothly. A blessing on the medical
profession! none other gives such excellent opportunities for
securing everywhere confidence and friendship.

A custom unknown in Shomer and in Nejed, but very common
in other parts of the East, fixes certain days of the week for
holding public fairs in such and such localities, whither the
inhabitants, and more particularly the villagers, of all the
neighbourhood round repair, to sell or to buy, while auctions,
games, recitations, races, and similar inventions of man's busy
levity, keep up the animation.

This usage has prevailed from time immemorial in the pro-
vince of Hasa. The weekly fair of Hofhoof is held on Thursday,
that of the great village of Mebarraz to the north on Monday,
and so on. Aboo-'Eysa, who was very desirous to impress us
with a great idea of his adopted country, and to that end sought
occasions to show us the most and the best of it, took care to
let us know the whereabouts of the fair. We went thither, and
passed several hours of much amusement among the booths
erected on these occasions, chatting with townsmen and peasants
amid a scene the animation of which might almost rival that of
Epsom on the Derby-day, or Frankfort during a " Mcsswoche."
The place of meeting was on the open ground beyond the
northern gate, close under the outer walls of the K6t The
vendors were mostly, if not entirely, villagers, and had brought
with them wares recommendable by their cheapness rather than
their elegance: heavy sandals, coarsely-woven cloaks, old mus-
kets and daggers, second-hand brass utensils, besides camels,
dromedaries, asses, and a few horses. Others, wandering ped-
lars by profession, and never absent in crowds like these,
exposed in temporary booths glass bracelets, arm-rings, ankle-
rings, copper seals, and beads, with an occasional European